TOP OF THE NEWS, October, 1944 


From the A. L. A. Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
VOLUME I—NUMBER 9 


Division Officers—1944-45 


President: Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, School Library Adviser, State 
Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Vice-President: Elizabeth D. Briggs, Director of Work with Children, Public 
Library, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 


Secretary: Marguerite Kirk, Director, Department of Libraries and Visual 
Aids, Board of Education, Newark, N. J. 


Treasurer: Eleanor Kidder, Young People’s Librarian, Public Library, 
Seattle 4, Washington. 


Board of Directors: Jewel Gardiner, Librarian, Teachers Professional Li- 
brary, Sacramento, California. 


Isabel McLaughlin, Director, Work with Children, Public Library, 
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota. 


Marguerite Kirk, Director, Department of Libraries and Visual Aids, 
Board of Education, Newark, New Jersey. 


Jean C. Roos, Supervisor, Library Service to Youth, Public Library, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio. 


Mrs. Ruth Evans Babcock, Supervisor of School Libraries, State Edu- 
cation Department, Albany 1, New York. 

Katherine Watson, Head Children’s Librarian, Public Library, Denver 
2, Colorado. 


Past President: Mary S. Wilkinson, Director, Work with Children, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 1, Maryland. 


Councilors: Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, School Library Adviser, State 
Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Siri Andrews, School of Librarianship, University of Washington, 
Seattle 5, Washington. 


Margaret V. Fulton, High Schoo! Library, Greenwich, Connecticut. 


Elizabeth Nesbitt, Carnegie Library School, Carnegie Institute for 
Technology, Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania. 


Amanda E. Browning, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis 4, Indiana. 
Helen McSweeney, Public Library, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
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Mae Graham, Department of Library Science, William and Mary Col- 
lege, Williamsburg, Virginia. 


Irene Smith, Superintendent, Work with Children, Public Library, 
Brooklyn 17, New York. 


A. L. A. Executive Board: 2nd Vice-President: Margaret R. Greer, Di- 
— of School Libraries, Board of Education Library, Minneapolis, 
innesota. 


Member: Elizabeth Scripture, Supervisor, School Libraries, Public Schools, 
414 14th Street, Denver, Colorado. 


Comments from the Division President: 
Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas 


The slogan for Book Week, “United Through Books,” which is to be cele- 
brated November 12-18 this fall, is indeed a challenge to our Division as a 
slogan for our own professional program. 

Only recently have I finished a study of all the letters, reports, and papers 
of the Division since its inception at the historic Boston A. L. A. Confer- 
ence in June, 1941. I stand in admiration at the work that has been accom- 
plished in this short period and at the vision which has projected so much 
for tomorrow. 

In thinking of activities which need immediate promotion, the two which 
seem most demanding to me are: (1) the preparation of a bulletin in the 
A. L. A. “Planning for Libraries Series” on standards for library work 
with children and young people in public libraries and (2) a study of our 
membership prdéblems and development of plans for solving them. 

The “Planning for Libraries Series” already has in print POST-WAR 
STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES, which gives some attention 
to work with children and young people, but an expanded statement coming 
from our Public Libraries Section would prove highly valuable, I am sure. 
A bulletin on school library planning, undertaken by our Division and 
largely delegated to the School Libraries Section, has recently been com- 
—— is being presented for A. L. A. Council approval before being 
printed. 

Our membership problem is of a different nature. We have more than 
300 new members who have joined our ranks with the payment of their 
1944 A. L. A. dues. We welcome these people and hope our association will 
be mutually profitable. We also have lost more than 300 people from our 
membership. Have these people left library work? Did they fail to indi- 
cate our Division and their preferred affiliation when they paid their 
A. L. A. dues in 1944? While we are adding new members, let us also make 
every effort to retain those we have. 

To retain members they must be interested in the activities of the Di- 
vision. You who read this are those members whom we wish to satisfy. 
What suggestions do you have? Your president will welcome them and give 
them careful consideration. 


2 











Membership: 


The membership report, as of September 1, 1944, is as follows: 
DIVISION (no section indicated) 
Public Libraries Section 
Children’s Library Association 
Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Section only 


School Libraries Section 
Total for the Division 


Book Week: 


1944 Children’s Book Week marks the two hundredth anniversary of 
the publication of the first book for children, John Newbery’s Little Pretty 
Pocket Book. A facsimile edition, photographed from an early copy in the 
New York Public Library, has just been issued by Mr. Frederic Melcher and 
is available at $1.00 per copy from the Book Week Headquarters, 62 West 
45th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 

In addition to this and the usual Book Week poster and book marks in 
color, Book Week Headquarters this year offers a set of six photographic 
posters (11 x 16 inches—set $.75) with quotations from authorities in the 
field of juvenile books, illustrating the use and need of children’s books. 
Write to Book Week Headquarters for the full list of 1944 Book Week aids. 


Radio Broadcasts and Recordings: 
Harriet W. Leaf, Chairman 


Because of war-caused shortages and other complications the Library 
of Congress has found it impossible to prepare the recordings of Norwegian 
stories by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen. The committee is now working 
with the Victor Company to have the Norwegian stories cut on twelve-inch 
master records. Problems of distribution and materials for wrapping 
continue to delay definite statements as to when the longer records can be 
made available. Communication will be made in the near future to those 
who placed orders for the twelve-inch records. 

Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen has, however, already recorded four 
shorter stories for the Victor Company. These are to be brought out on ten- 
inh records under the direction of Miss Kathryn Mitchell, now in charge 
of children’s records of the RCA Victor Division of the Radio Corporation 
of America. Miss Mitchell is desirous of having records of real merit in 
the inexpensive field that children may have their own records of fine 
music and story telling. Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen consented to record these 
very short stories with the hope that the best story telling will eventually 
be produced. The stories recorded are Three Billy Goats Gruff and Answer 
Three Questions If You Can (Parson and the clerk )—one record; The Sheep 
md Pig Who Set Up Housekeeping and Husband Who Was to Mind the 
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House—one record each. The Sheep and the Pig Who Set Up Housekeeping 
will be released about November 10. The other two releases are scheduled 
for the first part of the year. They will be sent to dealers throughout the 
country on the allotment basis and will sell for $.65 each. Contact your 
dealer early if you wish to secure these recordings. 











Book Awards: 


Walter Farley was announced as the recipient of the Young Reader’s 
Choice Award for 1944, at a meeting of the Pacific Northwest Library 
Association at Spokane, Washington, June 28, 1944. The Children’s and 
School Librarians’ Section of the Association found that his Black Stallion 
(Random House, 1941) was the most popular of recent books among the 
boys and girls of the Pacific Northwest during the past year. 

L. N. Wood’s Raymond L. Ditmars: His Exciting Career with Reptiles, 
Animals, and Insects (Messner, 1944) has received the latest award of the 
Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation for Children’s Literature. 


Public Library Section— 
Officers—1944-45: 


Chairman: Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers (Chairman, Children’s Library 
Association). 


Vice-Chairman: Frances Grim (Chairman, Young People’s Reading Round 
Table). 


NOTE: The Constitution of the Public Library Section provides that the 
chairmen of the Children’s Library Association and the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table shall alternate as chairman and vice-chairman of the 
Public Library Section. 





Public Library Service to Children In Wartime: 


To supplement Helen L. Butler’s articles in the April and May, 1943, 
issues of the A. L. A. Bulletin on school library service in wartime, Mildred 
Batchelder, Chief of the School and Children’s Division of the American 
Library Association, has collected reports on public library service to chil- 
dren in wartime from children’s libraries in 78 libraries and 17 states. 
Her report has been printed in four installments in Education for Victory: 
August 3 and 21 and September 4 and 20, 1944. 


Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association— 
Officers—1944-45: 


Chairman: Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers, Superintendent, Work with Chil- 
dren, New York Public Library. 
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Vice-Chairman: Harriet Leaf, Director, Work with Children, Public Li- 
brary, Akron, Ohio. 


Secretary: Claire Nolte, Chief, Children’s Division, Los Angeles County 
Public Library, Los Angeles, California. 


Treasurer: Alice Brown, Head, Children’s Department, Public Library, 
Duluth, Minnesota. 
Standing Committees: 


Book Evaluation Committee: Chairman: Julia Sauer, Head, Department 
of Work with Children, Public Library, Rochester, New York. 


Book Production Committee: Chairman: Helen Dean Fish, Editor, Chil- 
dren’s Books, Frederick A. Stokes Co., New York City. 


Membership Committee: Chairman, Irene Branham, Supervisor, Work 
with Children, Kern County Library, Bakersfield, California. 


Professional Training Committee: Chairman: Irene Smith, Superinten- 
dent, Work with Children, Public Library, Brooklyn, New York. 


Publicity Committee: Chairman: Evelyn R. Sickels, Supervisor, Work with 
Children, Public Library, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Special Committees: 


International Committee: Chairman: Mary Gould Davis, Supervisor, Story- 
telling, New York Public Library. 


Radio and Broadcasting Committee: Chairman: Maria Cimino, Children’s 
Librarian, New York Public Library. 


Film Committee: Chairman: Margaret Clark, Head, Lewis Carroll Room, 
Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association News— 
Evelyn R. Sickels 


Plans for the year, as outlined by Frances Clarke Sayers, Chairman of 
the Children’s Library Association, are inspiring and challenging. Em- 
phasis will be placed on recruiting and membership. Children’s librarian- 
ship in its broadest cultural and sociological terms will be presented by 
dynamic leaders to college women in several strategic colleges throughout 
the country, not merely as a measure to meet the immediate need, but also 
48 an affirmation of the rich satisfaction of the profession to young women 
who are about to enter a world without war in competition with all the new 
professions and opportunities which will be opening up for women. 

The association plans to bring to the attention of administrators through- 
out the country the importance of supporting their children’s departments 
to the utmost with full financial recognition of the specific and unique 
service of children’s librarians to the communities they serve, with full 
knowledge that children are responsible for over half of the circulation of 
books through public libraries in this country. 
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The new and widespread recognition of the influence of books upon 
children, especially as a source of sustenance and balance for war-exploited 
children throughout the world, is significant and gratifying. Among the 
organizations that are sending children’s books, as a first step in orienting 
children to a more normal life than they have known during the war, are: 


The National Council of American Soviet Friendship 

The United Chinese Relief 

The Women’s National Committee for Devastated Europe 
The Office of War Information 

The Society of Friends 

The American Library Association 


These organizations recognize, as never before, the force of a book upon 
the spirit of a child. This new emphasis on children’s books will mean a 
new emphasis on children’s librarianship. The Association of Children’s 
Librarians must be ready to meet the demand when it comes, and it must 
support to the utmost the International Committee’s plan for the transla- 
tion of books and for a personal representative in Europe. New recruits 
are needed, and a full membership in the Association of Children’s Libra- 
rians is essential. 


Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table— 
Officers—1944-45: 


Margaret Scoggin, Chairman, Nominating Committee. 


The Nominating Committee of the Young People’s Reading Round Table 
presents the following slate for election of officers for 1944-1945. If no 
other names are presented immediately, the secretary will be instructed 
to cast a unanimous vote for the committee report. 


Chairman: Frances Grim, Stevenson Room, Cleveland Public Library. 


Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Bernice Gantt, Head of Young People’s Room, 
Grand Rapids Public Library. 


Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table 
—News 


Gladys Burrows 


From the far west comes a lively and instructive report of the work 
being done with young people in Portland, Oregon. Harriet Cox, Young 
People’s Librarian, has encouraging news about the cooperation between 
the library and other agencies which are serving the youth of today. She 
goes on to say: 

“Although the Young People’s collection is part of the circulation depart- 
ment, book selection is carried on in cooperation with monthly book meet- 
ings with the high school librarians. The city high school libraries are 
administered through the school department of the library. 
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“The ‘new adults’ of last-term eighth graders and freshmen of public, 
private, and parochial schools are visited in the fall, January, and June. 
The students are told about the services of the department, how to use the 
library, and how to secure new cards. Book talks are highlighted with color- 
ful book jackets, and booklists are distributed. Along with book talks goes 
—— of tours through the library by classes and young people’s 
clubs. 

“The department cooperates with youth organizations by supplying book- 
lists, book talks, and material on current subjects of interest to ‘teeners.’ 
We belong to the Boys’ and Girls’ Council of Portland, an organization that 
suggests solutions to problems confronted by youth. During the past year 
the ‘bogie,’ juvenile delinquency, was broken down in panel discussion. 
Recreation projects, in which the library plays an important part, were 
created to offset the roaming ‘teeners.’ The Young People’s librarian assists 
at the Starlight Club, fun station ‘teeners’ held at the YWCA. 

“For our summer activity we keep the Girl Reserve, Campfire Girls, Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, YMCA, and Jewish Center Camps supplied with an 
adequate collection of books usable for both the young people and councilors.” 

Another library which is working actively with other civic organizations 
interested in young people is that at Buffalo, New York. Muriel Gilbert, in 
charge of the Young People’s Room, reports that their room was opened 
in 1938, an outgrowth of a former Student’s Room, which wus mainly con- 
cerned with supplying high school students with reference material and 
books on required reading lists. This new room, however, serves for general 
and recreational reading, as well. 

Once or twice a year a list of approved recent books for boys and girls of 
high school age is prepared and published by a Civic Reading Committee. 
The committee consists of a representative from each of the following civic 
agencies: Department of Education. Buffale Hich Schools, Catholic School 
Department, Parent-Teacher’s Association, Buffalo High School Libra- 
rians’ Association, Western New York Catholic Librarians’ Association, 
Buffalo Public Library, and the Junior Chamber of Commerce, Education 
Committee. 

The Montclair Public Library, too, cooperates with the educational or- 
ganizations in its city. One of its projects is to lend the Senior High School 
Library books chosen from the High School Victory Corps Reading list. 
In addition, English classes are supplied with books of current interest by 
the Public Library. Postwar planning has been spurred on by sending 
the leaders of the discussion groups at the High School packets of recent 
pamphlets dealing with that all-important subject. 

All of these activities mentioned show how potent a force the library 
can become and how far-reaching its influence can be once these contacts 
are established and maintained. Comments or suggestions along these or 
similar lines by other progressive libraries will be welcomed. 


-| School Libraries Section— 


Officers—1944.45: 
Chairman: C. Irene Hayner, University High School, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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Vice-Chairman: Miriam B. Snow, Western Washington College of Edu- 
cation, Bellingham, Washington. 


Secretary: Winifred Linderman, Vassar College Library, Poughkeepsie, 
New York. 


Treasurer: Virginia McJenkin, Fulton County School Libraries, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


Board Members: Rheta A. Clark, State Board of Education, Hartford, 
Connecticut ; Marjorie Van Deusen, Belmont High School, Los Angeles, 
California ; Genevieve Geiger, Haverford Township Senior High School, 
Brookline, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. 


School Libraries Section—News 
C. Irene Hayner 


New Constitution: The new constitution for the section was approved 
by members of the section in a mail vote carried out in May, 1944. Results 
of the balloting were as follows: 98 in favor, 4 opposed but without specific 
objections, 2 blank ballots. It is hoped that a copy of the constitution may 
appear in an early issue of the A. L. A. Bulletin. 

Committees: All committees for the year have not yet been appointed. 
It is hoped that some of those appointed last year who did not complete 
their work will continue their activity for another year, inasmuch as short- 
age of help at home, difficulties of transportation, and lack of meetings 
have slowed up committee work and some groups have barely gotten under 
way with their plans. 

It seems probable that the section’s greatest efforts this year should be 
placed upon (1) development of a plan for school library service in the 
United States that will catch the imagination and enlist the help of a larger 
proportion of school librarians in our professional organizations; (2) seri- 
ous reconsideration of the necessary emphases in training for school libra- 
no i and (3) long term plans for recruiting librarians for work in 
schools. 

Following is a list of fields of activity in which active workers are espe- 
cially needed: professional education, A. L. A. membership, planning school 
library quarters for various types of schools after the war, recruiting for 
school librarianship, and book evaluation. Will any member interested in 
working in any of these fields send in his or her name at once to the Section 
chairman? We need to know people with special interests. 


NEXT ISSUE: 


To avoid the Christmas rush, the next issue of Top of the News will not 
be mailed until January, 1945. It will report happenings of interest at the 
October meeting of the Board of Directors of the Division. 


NANCY HOYLE, Editor, 
State Board of Education, 
Richmond 16, Virginia. 
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